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COURT CRISIS DISCUSSED
AT NATIONAL CONFERENCE

MISSOULA-The tone of the National Conference on the Judiciary, held recently in Williamsburg,
Va.,

was that a real crisis exists in the courts, a crisis which is going to have to be

solved by the states," according to Robert E. Sullivan, dean of the University of Montana
School of Law.
Sullivan, who served as a discussion leader during the four-day conference this month,
said the main purpose of the conference was "to draw up

a blue print of what the core of

a modern-day judicial system should be."
He said conference participants determined that "a unified court system, including an
element as coordinator of the whole system, is needed."
Sullivan pointed out that much confusion and overlapping of functions exists at the
first levels of the court system, where 90 per cent of the people have their first contact
with court procedures.
For example," Sullivan said, "instead of justices of the peace and municipal court
judges, we should probably have only one court manned by a full-time person who is paid
enough as an incentive to make it a full-time career.
"There must be a change in the method of dispensing justice at this level," Sullivan
said, "and this may involve some radical changes."
The people of Montana have a great opportunity, Sullivan said, to bring about some of
the necessary changes in the judicial system during the upcoming State Constitutional
Convention.
Speakers at the conference included President Nixon; Warren E. Burger, Chief Justice
of the U.S. Supreme Court; and John N. Mitchell, U.S. Attorney General.

